MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
courtiers learnt Latin. Men like Eginhard, Nithard and Angilbert
were passing luminaries. Generally speaking, the immense majority
of the lay aristocracy were unaffected by a movement which
interested only those of its members who wished to make a career
in the Church.
In the Merovingian epoch the royal administration called for a
certain culture on the part of those laymen who wished to enter
it. But now, in so far as it still required literate recruits—as it did,
for example, for the chancellery—it obtained them from the
Church. For the rest, since it no longer had a bureaucracy, it had
no further need of men of education. The immense majority of
the counts were no doubt illiterate. The type of the Merovingian
senator had disappeared. The aristocracy no longer spoke Latin,
and apart from a very few exceptions, which prove the rule, it
could neither read nor write.1
A final characteristic of the Carolingian Renaissance was the
reformed handwriting which was introduced at this period. This
reform consisted in the substitution of die minuscule for the
cursive script: that is to say, a deliberate calligraphy for a current
hand. As long as the Roman tradition survived, the Roman cursive
was written by all the peoples of the Mediterranean basin. It was,
in a certain sense, a business hand, or, at all events, the writing of
a period when writing was an everyday necessity. And the diffusion
of papyrus was simultaneous with this constant need of corre-
sponding and recording. The great crisis of the 8th century inevit-
ably restricted the practice of writing. It was hardly required any
longer except for making copies of books. Now, for this purpose
the majuscule and the uncial were employed. These scripts were
introduced into Ireland when the country was converted to
Christianity.2 And in Ireland, not later than the close of the yth
1	brunneb, Deutsche Rechtsgeschkhte, vol. II, 2nd ed., p. 250, confirms this,
observing that after Charlemagne the scribes of the judiciary whose appoint-
ment he had decreed could no longer be recruited, on account of the repug-
nance of the (German) laity for Urkundenbeweis.
2	Ireland was converted by the. Britons of England (St. Patrick) in the sth
century, shortly before the arrival of the Saxons. dawson, op. tit.> p, 103.

